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The international development cooperation architecture is undergoing significant changes in recent 
years, with new policies, institutions, actors, modalities and practices emerging and gaining ground. The 
development cooperation landscape is becoming increasingly multi-polar, heterogeneous and complex, 
a phenomenon which produces challenges and opportunities for the UN specialized agencies.  At the 
same time, the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development adopted in September 2015 sets forth 
ambitious and demanding development goals that call for new and innovative partnerships among 
states if the objectives of the Agenda 2030 are to be achieved.       
 
South-South and Triangular Cooperation (SSC&TrC) are far from being new development cooperation 
models, actually they can be traced back to the Bandung Conference in 1955, the foundation of the 
Non-Aligned Movement in 1961, the G77 in 1964, as well as the Buenos Aires Plan of Action (BAPA) of 
1978 for Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries. The BAPA 
stipulated guiding principles for SSC and gave specific recommendations for putting such initiatives into 
practice. The Plan also mentions the role of developed countries’ support for technical cooperation 
among developing countries, thus referring to TrC.  Ever since, SSC (and TrC) is rising in scale and 
importance, and the number of countries offering SSC in different areas of development is increasing.  
 
According to the 2009 Nairobi Outcome Document of the High-Level UN Conference on SSC, South-
South cooperation is a common endeavour of peoples and countries of the South, born out of shared 
experiences and sympathies, based on their common objectives and solidarity, and guided by, inter alia, 
the principles of respect for national sovereignty and ownership, free from any conditionalities.  
 
SSC can be defined as a process whereby two or more developing countries pursue their individual 
and/or shared national capacity development objectives through exchanges of knowledge, skills, 
resources and technical know-how, and through regional and interregional collective actions, including 
partnerships involving Governments, regional organizations, civil society, academia and the private 
sector, for their individual and/or mutual benefit within and across regions. South-South cooperation is 
not a substitute for, but rather a complement to, North-South cooperation.  
 
Several large developing economies have planned or announced to increase their SSC engagement in 
the years to come, making it more salient for development actors. SSC providers are acquiring extended 
geographical outreach and the size and sectoral diversity of their programmes is growing. Although 
originally focused on countries in their region due to practical reasons, reduced air travel costs and 
progress in ICT, make SSC engagements over continents possible and more likely. In sum, SSC and TrC as 
complementary modes of development cooperation have by now reached a significant scale in terms of 
scope, depth and breadth, that everything suggests that SSC and TrC are here to stay as they have 
become a legitimate and accepted part of the international development cooperation architecture. 
 
In various intergovernmental forums Member States have repeatedly confirmed their commitment to 
SSC, while at the same time calling for intensified and increased multilateral support for such 
cooperation. In particular, Member States have called for increased mainstreaming of SSC and TrC in the 



policies and programmes of UN operational work; the provision of coordinated UN support to South-
South initiatives; the provision of support to capacity development through the sharing of Southern 
knowledge and experience; the creation of new partnerships, including innovative public-private 
partnerships and South-South and triangular cooperation arrangements; the provision of adequate 
human, technical and financial support; and the undertaking of data collection, analysis, monitoring and 
evaluation with respect to the quality and impact of SSC and TrC. 
     
SSC is a crucial element of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and SSC and TrC are among 
the main means of implementation for delivering on the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). It can also serve as a bridging mechanism between the North and the South 
through Triangular Cooperation arrangements. All in all, SSC and TrC are innovative development 
models, following a cost-effective development approach, while being an effective delivery mechanism 
at the same time.   
  
SSC&TrC is a comprehensive instrument that allows all countries, regardless of their economic and social 
status to participate, using a cost-effective tool for delivering results. SSC&TrC can expand potential 
opportunities for collaboration and sharing resources in the global south.  
 
SSC is gaining momentum and helping developing countries to jump-start and benefit from innovations, 
lessons and good practices, already tried and tested elsewhere. SSC is taking place in a context in which 
trade, investment, and other forms of exchanges between developing countries is increasing, although 
the sluggish recovery from the global economic and financial crisis of 2008/2009 has brought this 
development to a partial slowdown (UNSG, 2015).  
 
The value of South-South trade had by 2016 reached almost US$ 6 trillion, which is close to the value of 
trade between developed countries (North-South). South-South trade flows have become highly 
important for developing countries, in 2014 they represented more than half the trade of developing 
country regions (imports and exports). 
 
Against this background of increased relations and exchanges in the global South, developing countries 
are seeking multilateral cooperation to gain better access to expertise of other Southern countries and 
to find partners in key strategic areas such as industry, trade and investment, knowledge and technology 
transfer, economic growth and employment, environment and natural resource management (UNSG, 
2015). The areas in which SSC is taking place are expanding and now include clean energy and decent 
work solutions, improvement in access to essential medicines, technology and other innovations, food, 
nutrition and energy security. Thus, developing countries are increasingly using SSC and TrC to address 
development problems that require collective action, for instance climate change, communicable 
diseases, infrastructure development and the provision of public goods.  
 
The salience of SSC is reflected in the fact that it is mentioned in a range of international instruments as 
a complementary, but increasingly important mechanism of development cooperation, for instance in 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development of September 2015 or the Addis Ababa Action Agenda 
adopted in July 2015 at the Third International Conference on Financing for Development. South-South 
and Triangular Cooperation are among the means of implementation of the 2030 Agenda, which 
explicitly calls for enhanced South-South and Triangular Cooperation on access to science, technology 
and innovation and knowledge-sharing. Furthermore, South-South and Triangular Cooperation are 
recognized as effective means to enhance the capacity of developing countries in implementing the 
SDGs. SSC is explicitly mentioned in SDG 17 on the global partnership and means of implementation, 



however, specific commitments are focused on science, technology and innovation (17.6) and capacity 
building (17.9).  
 
 


